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Note: In older German texts, the lower-case S had two forms: the 
familiar “round s” and the “long s”; the latter closely resembled the 
lower-case F, which can cause confusion for modern readers.

As a general rule of thumb, the “round s” was used if it was the last letter of a syllable, 
and the “long s” was used in most other positions. For example:

s+

Hau+

ein+

Nä+cen

Häuser

ein#

na<en

This rule is usually ignored today. A sign that in former times would have read Ga##äµe 
is often printed today as Ga+t+täµe.

Franz jagt im komplett verwahrlosten Taxi
quer durch Berlin.

Franz jagt im kompleµ verwahrlo#en Taxi
quer durc Berlin.

Zornig und gequält rügen jeweils Pontifex
und Volk die maßlose bischöfliche Hybris.

Zornig und gequält rügen jeweil+ Pontifex
und Volk die maßlose bi<öflice Hybri+.
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